
Swan’s Island Annual Town MeetingPRIVATE 

March 1, 2010
There were approximately 73 people present at town meeting.  Ballot clerks were Marion Stinson and Jill Philbrook.
Article 1.  Moderator.  Terry A. Staples was elected as moderator. 

Article 2.  Selectman.  Jeffrey L. Ellison was voted in for a three-year term and he will receive $17 per hour.



Article 3.  Assessor.  Upon the recommendation of the selectmen, it was voted to indefinitely postpone this article by a vote of 12-0.

Article 4.  Overseer of the Poor.  Upon the recommendation of the selectmen, it was voted to indefinitely postpone this article by a vote of 10-0.

Article 5.  Tax Collector.  Gwen J. May was elected for another three-year term and will receive $3,000 yearly plus fees.  

Article 6.  Administration.  The selectmen recommended raising $70,000.  Passed. 

Article 7.  S.A.D. 76 Director.  Beverly G. McAloon was re-elected for a two-year term.

Article 8.  S.A.D. 76 Director.  Carroll G. Staples was elected for a three-year term.
Article 9.  Planning Board Members.  Terry A. Staples and Joseph W. Staples’ terms were open for re-election this year and both ran unopposed for another three-year term.
Article 10.  Planning Board.  A recommendation was made by the selectmen to raise no money for this article.  Passed.

Article 11.  Municipal Buildings.  It was voted to raise $54,000 and transfer $5,000 from surplus.   This amount is to pay the notes on the Town Office and Medical Clinic plus $5,000 to be spent on the Lighthouse.  
Article 12.  Insurance.  A vote passed to raise $32,000.  
Article 13. Social Security, Medicare and Unemployment Taxes.  A vote passed to raise $12,000. 

Article 14.  Department of Public Safety.  A vote was taken to raise $42,000 and transfer $43,814 from surplus. 

Article 15.  Law Enforcement.  It was voted to raise $55,000, transfer $15,000 from motor vehicle excise tax and transfer $3,000 from watercraft excise tax.

Article 16.  Roads.  A vote was taken to raise $20,000 and transfer $35,000 from Motor Vehicle Excise.  Passed.

Article 17.  Snow Removal.  A vote was passed to raise $55,000 for snow removal.

Article 18.  Solid Waste Disposal.  A vote was passed to raise $68,000.
Article 19.  Nursery School.  $6,000 was raised for the Nursery School.  They are looking for donations and help in erecting a new fence.

Article 20.  Health Services.  A vote was made to raise $22,850 for the Clinic and its services.  

Article 21.  General Assistance.  $12,000 was raised for general assistance.  

Article 22.  Senior Lunch Program.  No money was raised this year upon a recommendation by those who head it.  They reported that a good deal of donations had been received that will cover costs for the coming year.

Article 23.  Cemeteries.  A vote was taken and passed to raise $8,000 for cemeteries.  

Article 24.  Cemetery Trust Fund.  A motion was made for the town to accept $500 to establish a Cemetery Trust Fund for the Nelson Sprague lot at Grindle Hill and the Theodore & Alberta Buswell lot at Rose Hill Cemetery.  Accepted.

Article 25.  Library & Museum.  It was voted to raise $10,000 for the Library.  Their annual budget is $30,000 but the rest is gained from donations.

Article 26.  Shellfish Conservation Committee.  Voted to raise $100 per State law.  

Article 27.  Recreation.  A vote was taken and passed to raise $5,000 plus allow the committee to use the $17,863 that had previously been raised for a new building.  The $17,863 will fix up the existing building and possibly add a small addition.  

Article 28.  Floats.  Voted to transfer $1,794.40 from Watercraft Excise.

Discussion:  The selectmen reported that Bass Harbor had requested $2,000 for the use of the float at the ferry terminal and that amount is included in the amount recommended.  There was a discussion about putting a railway in near the boat ramp at the ferry terminal to save on the wear and tear of the floats as they are hauled in and out each year.

Article 29.  I.O.O.F. Hall.  It was voted to transfer $7,000 from surplus for the building.

Article 30.  Island Fellow.  $8,000 was raised on this article upon the selectmen’s recommendation.  This year’s Island Fellow is working on restoring our historical collection.  She had been interviewing people and digitizing the many photos that people have let her borrow.
Article 31.  Feasibility Study for the Wind Power Project.  After much discussion, a vote was taken to take $9,000 from the Fish Plant Account to study the feasibility of this project.  The Electric Co-Operative will be asking Frenchboro for $1,000 for their share of this study. 
Article 32.  Taxes due and payable and the interest rate for delinquent accounts.  Taxes are due 60 days after commitment and will be charged 7% if not paid by that date, per recommendation of the selectmen.  

Article 33.  Authorize the Selectmen to sell and dispose of tax acquired property.  Upon a motion made and duly seconded, this article passed 21-0.  Dexter Lee reported that four parcels were put out to bid last year.  Two of the parcels were paid off by the owners, one was bought through the bid process and the last was not bid on so was taken as town property.  That land is Brimstone Island.
Article 34.  Authorize the treasurer to sell liens.  This article passed.

Article 35.  Authorize the selectmen to borrow temporarily.  Passed.

Article 36.  Increase property tax limit.  The selectmen recommended this article pass because the budget was over the State’s formula of allowed percentage.  We exceeded our amount by $30,852.  So moved.

Article 37.  Dog Control Ordinance.  After some discussion, Section 4 of the Dog Ordinance will be changed to read, “Dogs are not allowed on Fine Sand and Carrying Place Beaches from June 15 to September 15 from 9 A.M. until 5 P.M.”  Passed 34-0.
Meeting adjourned 1:44 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, 

Gwen J. May

Town Clerk


