
Swan’s Island Annual Town Meeting

March 7, 2011

With approximately 100 people in attendance the meeting opened at 9 A.M. at the School Gym.  Marion T. Stinson and Jill A. Philbrook were sworn in as ballot clerks.

Article 1.  Moderator.  Terry A. Staples was nominated and elected as moderator with one sole vote.  

Ken Dutille said a word of prayer.

Article 2.  Selectman for a three-year term.  Dexter Lee ran unopposed for re-election as selectman. 32 votes were cast, 31 for Dexter.


In a vote of 24-0, it was decided that the pay would remain the same as it has been for the last 5 years at $17.00 per hour.

Article 3.  Assessor for a three-year term.  This article was postponed with a vote of 

3-0.  


The question was asked why we needed assessors if an outside firm was doing our assessing this year.  The answer was that the selectmen are still the assessors and doing much assessing work.

Article 4.  Overseer of the Poor for a three-year term.  This article was also postponed by a vote of 12-0.

Article 5.  Administration.  $90,000 was raised for this article.  There had been some legal action that had put the budget over last year,  

Article 6.  Two Directors for S.A.D. 76 for a three-year term.   Richard E. Davis Jr. and Kenneth E. LeMoine III are the two whose terms were up.  Both were reinstated.

Article 7.  Road Commissioner.  Lawrence “Sonny” Stanley was nominated to resume another three-year term.  The wage for the road commissioner was set at the going State wage, which is $19 plus per hour.

Article 8.  Planning Board member for a three-year term.  Seth G. Joy was nominated for another three-year term on the planning board.  

Article 9.  Planning Board member for a one-year term.  Carlton E. Joyce was  elected to replace John Follis who recently resigned his position..

Article 10.  Sum of money raised for Planning Board.  It was voted to raise no money.

Article 11.  Municipal Buildings.  Raise $54,000 and transfer $5,000 from surplus.  The $5,000 to be used on the Lighthouse.
Discussion:  Someone asked how many buildings the town owned.  Dexter replied that we own the Town Office/Post Office, Olde Salt (Mill Pond Health Clinic and Nursery School), Fish Plant, Salt Shed, Lee House (Marine Museum), Feed Shed, Recreation Building, Lighthouse and so forth but this article was only for the Town Office and the Clinic Buildings.  The rest are under different articles.  He stated that the money received from the Post Office rent pays the utilities, etc. 

Article 12.  Insurance.  Raised $36,000.
Article 13.  Social Security, Medicare & Unemployment Taxes.  Raised $12,000.  

Article 14.  Public Safety.  The Fire and Ambulance Department received a vote that $49,000 be raised and $43,814 be transferred from surplus.  


Article 15.  Law Enforcement.  After much discussion it was voted to raise $55,000 and transfer $15,000 from vehicle excise and $3,000 from watercraft excise.  


Article 16.  Town Roads.  No money was raised but $35,000 was transferred from Vehicle Excise.  

At this point there was a big discussion about the Ferry Terminal Parking Ordinance that the selectmen put in place recently.  

Article 17.  Snow Removal.  Raised $55,000.  

Article 18.  Solid Waste.  Raised $68,000.

Article 19.  Nursery School.  Raised $12,000.  

Article 20.  Health Services.  Raised $21,000.  

Article 21.  General Assistance.  Raised $15,000.

Article 22.  Senior Luncheons.  Raised $500.

Article 23.  Cemeteries.  Raised $6,000. 

Article 24.  Library.  Raised $10,000.

Article 25.  Shellfish Conservation Program.  Raised $100. 

Article 26.  Recreation.  Raised $6,500 plus transferred $11,933.82 from the New Building Fund if needed.
Article 27.  Floats.  Raised $14,000 & transferred $2,006.40 from Watercraft Excise. Dexter stated that the $14,000 will go toward building a new float in Minturn.  

Article 28.  I.O.O.F. Hall.  Selectmen recommend transferring $7,000 from surplus which will about cover the mortgage and insurance.  The breakfasts pay for the lights and many donations have paid for the new roof, kitchen upgrade and it will soon have new wiring.  No money used to fix up the Hall comes from tax money.  

Article 29.  Island Fellow.  Raised $8,000 

Article 30.  Electrical Installation and Inspection Ordinance.  A motion was made to pass the ordinance.

Article 31.  Interest rate and date to start collecting interest.  The selectmen recommended charging 7% on taxes not paid 60 days after commitment, which they thought would be October 15 this year

Article 32.  Sell tax acquired property.  After some discussion, a vote was taken to have the selectmen sell tax acquired property.  Passed.

Article 33.  Sell unmatured liens.  Passed.

Article 34.  Selectmen borrow money temporarily.  Passed.

Article 35.  Increase the property tax limit of $482,266.00 to a commitment greater than the tax levy limit.  Passed. 

Adjourned at 1:52 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Gwen J. May

